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CoLoss. II. 16. 


Let the word of Chriſt dwell in you richly, im 
all Wiſdom. - | 


Hich words are an intire Precept of them- 
ſelves; thoſe which follow in the- ſame 
Verſe, (reaching and admoniſhing, Cc. ) 
being another diftin&t from it. 

As preparatory to that which TI intend 
from them, I ſhall premiſe theſe two things : Firſt, To 
whom this Precept is addreſs'd. Secondly, What is the import 
of the Duty here injoyn'd. = 

i. Theperſons to whom the Precept is addreſs'd, were the 

Saints and faithful Brethren in Chriſt that were at Coloſs ( for to 


' them the Te" is directed c. 1.v. 2.) That is, all:the Chriſti- 


ans at Coloſs, of what order or quality ſoever. For theſe ti- 
tles ( Saints and faithful Brethren) were not confined to 
any one order of Men, but vouchſafed in common to all 
Chriſtians.*. Who were all call'd Sazzts, as they were by Bap- 
tiſm ſeparated from the 1dolatrous World, and conſecrated 
to the ſervice of the true God : Brethrey, as by Regenerati- 
on and Adoption, they. were all become the Sons of that 
one God and Father : Faithful, as they perſever'd in that pro» 
feſſion, notwithſtanding all Temptations to the contrary. 
It cannor therefore be queſtian'd, but that this Command 
was given to the Laity, as well as the Clergy ; Yea to the 
Laity, rather than the Clergy ; becauſe it doth not appear, 
that there were more than two Church-men at Coloſs, at 
the time when this Epiſtle was direfted to them, namely, 
Archippas and Philemon ; for Epaphras , by whom they had 
been firſt converted to the Chriſtian Faith, was now in . 
bonds with S. Paul at Rowe, Phil. 23. | 
A 2 


2, The 


2 The Lay-Chriſtian's Obligation: 

2.. The Duty here enjoynd theſe Lay-Chriſtians is, That | 
the word of Chriſt dwell in them-richly, in-all Wiſdom. Though | 
by the. word of Chriſt, is meant more eſpecially that word , 
which was at firſt ſpoken by Chriſt himſelf in perſon, and 
afterward confirm'd by his Apoſtles; yet it is not to be 

 _ confin'd to that alone., but extended to that alſo, which Ig 
was long before deliver'd by Moſes and the Prophets. For 
. ſince Moſes andthe Prophets, nor only ſpake of Chriſt, but 
1 Pet, 1. jt was alſo the Spirit of Chriſt by which they ſpake, ( as 
" S. Peter exprelly tells us) the word ſpoken by => «WAS 
no leſs. the word of Chriſt, than that which was preach'd by 
Chriſt himſelf. In brief, the whole divinely inſpired Scri- 
pture, is the word of Chriſt, both as he 1s the Author, and 
the principal ſcope and matter of it. 

INow what is the Duty theſe Lay-Chriſtians are exhorted 
to with reſpe& to thiword of Chrift? Is it not to read it ? 
Not to give it room ſo much as in their houſes ? No, but to 
give it entertainment in their Hearts. To /et it dwell in them, 
to let it dwell in them y/chly, to let it dwell in them richly, iz 
all Wiſdom. 

x. That it dwell i» them. It 1s not ſaid, dwell with, but more 
emphatically dwell ;z them : Which denotes eſpecially, Thar 
they accuſtom themſelves to the attentive reading and ſtudy of 
it, till it become their Intimate and Familiar, be habitually 
preſent to their minds, as frequently and upon all occaſions 
in their thoughts, as a perſon is in the houſe in which he 
dwells. Though a Man may perhaps have but little converſe. 
with thoſe who dwell in the ſame Houſe zh him ; yerhe. 
can be no more eſtrang'd from that which dwells iz him, 
than he can from his own thoughts and inclinations. 

2. Nor will it ſuffice , That it barely dwell in them, 
but it muſt dwell in them richly :. which may have reſpett 
both to the word it ſelf, Let the word dwell richly; and 
to the ſubject in which it dwells, Let it dwell zz you rich-. 
ly. x. To theword it {elf. It is not enough, thar it dwell 
in rhem ſparizgly, that they. give entertainment to a paſſage 

here-- 
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to Read the Holy Scripturs. 
here and there which beft complyes with their ewn Humors ; . 


but they muſt entertain it indifferently, one part with an» 


other ; The Commands. muſt be received , with . the. ike 
readineſs as the Promiſes ; Nor muſt they think by admit- 
ting one Command, to compound with God for the rejecti- 
on of another ; but thoſe Commands. muſt be looked up- 
on as worthy of all acceptation, which moſt direCtly con-- 
tradift their moſt beloved luſts. 2. To the ſubjeCtt in which - 
it dwells. Itmuſt not as. a Sojourner be confined to a (ingle 
room, to ſome. one power of the Soul ( as-it is in_ too ma» - 
ny, who give it entertainment in their underſtandings, . 
but ſuffer it to have no place in their Wills and Aﬀections ) 
but it. muſt be admitted into, and make its abode in every 
Faculty ; in-the Mind to enlighten it,.in the Conſcience to - 
awaken it, in the. Will to. bow it to an humble ſubmiſſion 
to the Divine Will.. It muſt take poſſeſſion of the whole - 
Man, like as Leven ( to which the. Goſpel is compared ) 
diffuſes it ſelf thorough the. whole lump.. For _ 

3. In both theſe reſpetts it muſt dwell in them.ſo plente- 
oully, as to enrich them, not only. with ſome one kind of 
Wiſdom, but: with al W:/dom.. 'To bring them tg. the 


Knowledge, Belief. and Prattice of whatſoever is required 


to make. them compleatly. happy tor ever. . For that alone 


- 1s accounted Wildom'in the Scripture ſenſe, by which a Man : 


is made wi/e to Salvation. . All other Wiſdom in compariſon 
with this , being but a more creditable piece of Folly. 

From the wards thus explained, many nr dds. car 
ly deducible. As. OE 

1, That it is. the Duty of Lay-Chriftians to - acquaint. 
themſelves with the holy Scriptures: This is plain, becauſe ' 
they are here commanded to let the word of. Chrift dwell 
in them. : 

2, That the holy Scriptures contain all things neceſſary 
to Salvation. 'This 1s alſo as evident. For where a Man - 
may learn not only Wiſdow, bat all Wiſdom, there can 
be nothing wanting that 1s neceſlary to Salvation. | 

2. Thet, 


The Lay-Chriſtian's Obligation 


3. That all things neceſſary to Salvation, are fo clearly 
contain'd in the holy Scriptures, that the common ſort of 
Chriſtians may attam to the. underſtanding of them. For 
how can the word dwell in them iz all Wiſdom, if any part 
of that Wiſdom which is neceſlary to Salvation, be ſo ob- 
ſecurely expreſs'd, that they cannot underſtand the mean- 


-4ng of it? 


The firſt of theſe is. that which I intend at preſent. to 
inſiſt upon, viz. The obligation that lies upon Lay-Chriſtians, 


to acquaint themſelves with the holy Scriptures. "Phis is the 


Deur 4.12, 
13; 


Deur. 5. 4+ 


leaſt that can be hence inferr'd, ſince without this, the Scri- 
ptures cannot be ſaid to dwell iz them, much leſs to dwell 
in therh richly, and iz all Wiſdom. 

But though this is ſo plainly contain'd in the words, that 
nothing canbe more; yet becauſe it is a Duty not only queſti- 
on'd by ſome, but expreſsly denied by others, I ſhall there- 
tore confirm it by other ſuch arguments, as may be of force, 
not only to convince your Judgments of the "Truth, but to 
engage your Wills to the Practice of it. As 


T. Becauſe the holy Scriptures were by God himſelf at 
firſt direQed and addreſs'd to Lay-men. "That this Epiſtle 
to the Colofiays was ſo, you have ſeen already. I ſhall 
now ſhew the ſame concerning other parts of holy Scri- 

ture. 
; The Moral Law was ſpoken by God to all the People, 
in ſuch an audible Voice, that they might all hear it. The 


Lord ſpake unto you out of the midſt of the fire, ſays Moſes , 


Te heard the woice of the words, and he declared unto you his 
Covenant. So clearly and plainly did God deliver this Law 


to them, that he is {aid to zalk with them face to face, The 


Statutes and the Judgments, that is, the Ordinances concern- 
ing Ceremonial Worſhip, and the Laws about matters of 
Right between Man and Man, were not indeed ſpoken 
immediately to the People (no more were they to the Prieſts) 
but to Moſes himſelf, who by God's command recited them 

to 
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to the People, and wrote them in a Book , from whuch Exod. 24. 

they might take a Copy of them. 7 Da 26. 
Nor were the Sermons of the Prophets committed to 
the Prieſts cuſtody, that according to their diſcretion the 
People might either more or leſs, or not at at! be made ac- 
quainted with them; but they were- by. the Prophets ad- 
dreſs'd to the People themſelves. So God commanded 

them. Go and cry inthe ears of Jeruſalem, ſtand in the gate Jer. 2. 2. 
of the Lord's houſe and proclaim theſe words, and ſay, Hear 
the word of the Lord all ye of Judah, &c. And ſothe Pro- 

phets accordingly did. Hear the word of the Lord, ſaith Fere- Jer. 1. 2. 

»y, O houſe of TFacoh. Hear the word which the Lord hath Jer 2. 4+ 


[pokezs againſt you, O Children of 1ſrael, ſaith the Prophet 


Amos, Hear the word of the Lord ye Kzne of Baſhan which amos 3.1. 

are in the Mountain of Samaria.. 'Tt is needleſs to inſiſt Amos 4-1. 

upon the proof of this, ſince nothing i5 more obvious, 

than that the Exhortations,, Admonitions and Reproofs. of 

the Prophets, were not only delivered in the audience of the. 

People, but that thoſe of thent in which the People were 

concern'd,, wereexpreſsly dire&ted tothem. And therefore 

when Jeremy was {hut up-in the; Dungeon, and could not 

ſpeak to the People himſelf, he commanded. Barych to- 

write: all the words -of his Prophecy in a Book, and. read 

them in the ears of all the People in Jeruſalem, and of 

all the people which came from the. Cities of Judah to Javey 

Jeruſalem. | Lo” 
In like manner our bleſfed Saviour, though he ſpake as. 

never Man ſpake, yet was he contented with the vulgar 

ſort of. hearers. His firſt ſolemn Szrmon was preached to. 

his Diſciples ;. not to the twelve only, but to all thoſe who 

were deſirous. to be inſtructed by him, out of which he 

choſe the twelve who were afterward call'd Apoſtles. But: 

though his ſpeech was direCted to his Diſciples,yet he ſo ſpake, 

as.that the multitude alſo ( who ſtood at'a greater diſtance) 

might hear hun ;. for S. Matthew expreſsly tells us, that the. yaw, -. 

multitudes ( © 3xau ) were aſtoniſhed at. his DoCtrine. His, 28. 

SErmons 


The Lay-Chriſtian's Obligation 
Sermons at Capernaum, Nazareth, by the Sea fide, and in 
the Wilderneſs, were they preached to Prieſts only ? No, 
his Auditors for the molt part were the rude and unlearned 


People. And can any Man reafonably ſuppoſe, that he 
would not have thoſe Sermons read by Lay-men, which he 


thought fit to preach to ſuch ? 


The Apoſtles of our Lord, not only preached to the 
common People, but ſent their Epiſtles alſo to them. The 
Epiſtles of S. Paul are for the moſt part dire&ed to the 
Saints, to the faithful: in Chriſt Jeſus, to the beloved ; all 
which titles in thoſe days, were uſed in the ſame latitude, 
as the name Chriſtian 1s now with us. And that no Man 
may imagine they were to be confined to Chriſtians of a 


higher rank, they are exprelsly directed to alf, So the E- 


Rom. 1:7. 


1 Corinth. 
T, 2, 


2 Cor. ToTs 


Philip. 1. 
I s 


piſtle to the Romans; To all that are at Rome beleved of 
God, call'd to be Saints. 'The firit Epiſtle to the Corin- 
thians, To the Church of God at Corizth, to them that 
are ſanifed in Chriſt Jeſus, called to be Saints, to a//, that 
in every place call upon the name of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
The ſecond Epiſtle. To the Church of God which is at 
Corinth, with all the Saints which are in all Achaia. The E- 
piſtle to the Philippians, to allthe Saints which are at Philips. 

The Epiſtles of S. James, S. Peter and S. Jude, were 
written to all the diſperſed Jewiſh Chriſtians. The firſt 
Epiſtle of S. John, to /ittle Children, young Men, and Fa- 
thers; that is, to Chriſtians of all ſizes and degrees. The ſe- 
cond, Toan ele Lady and her Childres. The third, To a 
private Chriſtian. To conclude this _— No Man 
can in reaſon ſuppoſe, but that thoſe perſons ſhould read their 
Epiſtles, to whom they wrote them : ſince therefore they 
wrote them to Lay-men, it cannot be imagined it was their 
iatention, 'That Prieſts only ſhould read them. 


II. Nor werethe holy Scriptures only addreſſed to Lay- 
men, but ( which is more) they alſo were plainly com- 
mandcd to read, and acquaint themſelves familiarly with 

them 
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them. Thus God commanded. the- Jews, with -reſpe&& to 
the Law given to them. The wordswhich.'T contmantd thee Dear. s.s, 
this aay ſhall be in thine heart ; and thou ſhalt teach them diligent= 1 
; þ to thy Chilaren, and ſhalt talk. of them, when thou-fitteſÞ in 
os thine houſe, and when thou . walkeſt" by" the way, whin-:theu 
lieft down, and when thou riſeſt up ;\ and: thou-ſhalt-bind theni” 
for a ſign upon thine hand, &c. What'is the import. of . 
this Command , but that they ſhould familiarly converſe 
with the Divine Law ? ' make 1t the matter of ;their'daily | _ 
medication and diſcourſe; ' and that: theyiſhould.nat. think . * 
it' enough to acquaint themſelves with 'is/-but ſhould-take! © 
care to teach it totheir Chi/drez, that the: knowledge there- 
of might never fail, but deſcend from» one} generation'to_ 
another. And' to whom was: this Command- given? | Not 
to the Prieſts and Levites: anly;* but tg the whole Body. of! 
the 1/raelites; Hear O T/rael. The 1ſame;inoffet: God af; Pour 6: 4+ 
terward commanded Joſbaz.. 'This Book. 'of the +Law' ſhall. Joſh 1. 2. 
ot depart out of thy mouth, but thow ſhalt meditate therein 
day and night. It might. not depart. out of his mouth, the 
was therefore'to readit and+talk of jt.; and-not only; fo, but. 
to meditate therein , day and .night, - 'Not-that:cghey were. 
obliged ih every momeut of [time-to be: thinking) -or ſpeak © ** 
ing of the Law of God, for that cannot be; and in caſe it 
could, it could not be a Duty, becauſe it wquld be incon- 
ſiſtent with other- Commands : ' But-that they-\were:to take. 
all fit occaſions, and beſides the more falemn-;ſeafons, even 
in their worldly buſineſſes and Recreations, ſhould;iptermix 
ſome ſerious thoughts of it, to ſeaſon them withal:i At leaſt, 
That they ſhould be often in this-ſort of exerciſe, and 
never ſuffer any long ſpace of time-to paſs wholly with-. 
out it. % i 34 436 | 
And to ſhew how highly God valu'd this Commandment, SY 
| he promiſed rg Reward to the diligent Obſervers 
of it. Of all the Prpmiſes. of the Jewiſh Law, that of 
long life was the moſt deſirable ; and therefore /ength of days, Prov. 3. 
is placed by Solowen inthe right > of Wiſdom, as having **: 
Ke the 
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the preenvineiee of 'Richts aid Hemowr. And this God pro- 


miſed the Favs, both for themſelves and their Children af- 
ter hon 5 £6 quicksn- their obedience to- this Command- 


Deur, 11. . mint.” Ve -fbalt lay up theſe” my words in your beart ant 


11920 int your Soul, ard bind them for a fign upon your hand, &C. 
That your days may be multiplied, and the days of Chil- 
aren, th the land which the Lord fware unto yowr Fathers, to- 
gut them, asthi days of Heaven wpon the Earth, 

Plal. 1.3. | In ſitoeeding times, the fame Duty is inforc'd: by David. 

Pla: 19 7> and: Solomon, © With great _— powerful motives, ta-- 

Prov. 5, ken fromthe excellendy+ of tho Taaws themſelves, | and the 

22, 23. , ineſtiraable betichrs that do accrue to Men by the ftudy 

2 _* and praftice of them,  _. | | 

And as God-enjoytt'd this to the. Jevs, io: ih obedience-to 

his Command, we find , Thar in the days of our bleſſed 

"*Sividty the 'teadia® of «the —_ was. the common. 

. © pra@iee- df that People: i Dhat :queſtion: he frequently In 
to then, have ye not vead ? plainly implies, . that the 

had fead the Scriptures. Yea, That Women were then ſo- 

learned it the Seriprures, as to be'ableto inſtruft their Chil- 

7; . 4enthereiny fof'S. Pal 'tells os, That Timhy had known 

5. 3 rhe Holy Scriptares feom a'Child 3 whith becauſe: he could 
not kearry from his Father, who was a Heathen j his ſo early 
infraction in the knowledge of them, was . owing to his 

2 Tim. r. Grahd-mother Lois, and his : Mother Earice,. whole. faith 

5 we find*befote; commended. ll fo 

For 'the Scriptures: of the new Teſtament. x. As it is 
certain; That -at the firſt wricing of them, they were read 

2 Corinth. by the People : For. S. Paul ſpeaking to ſuch, ſays, We write 

more other things to you, than what you read, Amd again ; 

Epheſ. 3. When ye read, faith he to the Epheſeans, Te may underſtand. 

4: my knowledge in the myſtery of Chriſt. And 2. As it 1s cer- 
tain, That' the' direting them tro Laymen, was a virtual 
cornmand to them to read them. ,So 3. No injunCtion 
can be more full to this purpoſe. than that in the words of 
$y Text. Let the word of Chrift dwell in you richly in all 

| | Wiſdom. 
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Wiſdom. Think it notenough, togiveit entertaznment now 
and then, as you do to. a ftranger, but letit dwell in pou ; 
2ad that not ſparingly, but ſb fully, chacyou may there- 
by abound in all Spritual Wifdom. . _ R421 


ITI, That the People are obliged to acquaint chefi@G ves 
with the Holy Scriptures, will further appear, if we con- 
ſider. the ſubje& matter of them ; That being-fuch as con- 
ceras the People, - as well as the Prieſts. © Should the King 
put forth a Declaration of his Will and Pleaſure, which 
concern'd all States and orders of Men within his Dominy- 
ors, would it not be the Duty of his Lay-Subjetts, no les 
than of his Clergy, toenquire into'it ? the caſe is not un- 
like in the matter now 'bafore us. Whether we:confider the 
Doctrines, -the Precepts, the Promiſes, or the "PThreatninzs 
contained in the Holy Scripture, we ſhall find that af Men 
( People and Prieſts, learned and unlearned ) have” a-com- 
mon concern in them. | | he, 

I. For the DoCttrines, Every Mag that is baptized bath 
obliged hunſelf by Vow. to beheve. all the Articles: of the 


Chriſtan Faith ; And every; Man-doubtle is concern'd 
in allthoſe Doctrines which he hach © ſolemnly Vowed 


to believe. Yea had henever made any ſuck Vow, yet all 
thoſe Doftrines , the belief .of which is neceffary to Sal- 
vation , he 15 as much cancern'd to believe; aghe is tobe 1aved, 
and by neceſſary conſequence to (acquaint himſelf with 
them ; for-can a Maa believe that which he-doth' not 
know-? Some Men, I know, tell us, that a Man may ; 


That though he know not one Article of the Creed 


> 
7 

af he believes, all that the Church .believes, he may be By 
to believe them all, becauſe the Church believes them: But 
if this be ſo, thena meer Heathen who-never fo much as 
heard of Chritt, may be a right Catholick Bekever ; for 
ſince he believes in the groſs whatſoever God hath re- 
vealed, he may by the ſame way of believing, be ſaid to 
bcheve, That Jeſus is the only Son of God, that he was 
B 2 conceived 
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conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, &s. becauſe theſe are fuch Ar- 
ticles as God hath cleatly revealed. 


2. For. the Commandments of God, Lay-men are con 


cern'd to know them, becauſe they are concern'd to do them ; 
they. being no leſs the rule of their praCtice, than they are 
of C mens. Let it be ſhew'd, that any one Command 
of the Moral Law given by Meſes, did not extend to every 


Few ;. Or that any'one Command of the Chriſtian Law , 


deliver'd by our Saviour in his Sermon upon the Mount ; 
does not oblige every Chriſtian, and we ſhall then grant, that 
thoſe perſons who are not bound to obey them, aremo way 
oblig'd to make enquiry after them. The Clergy of the Church 
of Rome, iretheir Catechiſms for the uſe of the vulgar, have 
indeed commonly left out the Second Commandment ; but the 


reaſon is, not becauſe they think the People are not concern'd 


toknow it, but becauſe it highly concerns themſelves, to keep 
the People in ignorance of it, becauſe they have taught them 
to practiſe, ſo plainly contrary to it. 

3. The Promiſes can no leſs concern Lay-men, becauſe 


.they were made on purpoſe to invite and encourage Men to 


yield obedience to the Commands ; unleſs it may be ſuppo- 
ſed, that the Laity are ſo forward of their own accord to 
do their duty, that they need no incitement 3 but the Cler- 
gy ſo backward and averſe, that they will not be brought 
to it without ſuch powerful Inducements. | 

4 For the threatnings of Divine vengeance in caſe of 
Diſobedience, it muſt be alſo granted , that the Laity are 
as much concernd to know them, as the Clergy ; if it 
be granted , that the Laity are as prone to break the Com- 
mandments of God, and as hardly reftrain'd from ſin, as 
the Clergy are ; which, I ſuppoſe, will not be denied, by 
thoſe perſons we now argue againſt. | | 

It 1s needleſs to proceed to other matters , fince by what 
hath been already deliver'd it is manifeſt enough, That the 
things contain'd in Haly Scripture, are not appropriated to 
Chucch-men, but of ſuch univerſal concernment, that every 


perſon 
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perſon of what rank or quality ſoever, is obliged to' ſearch 
into them. £99 


IV. And for the Commandments eſpecially, let it be fur- 
ther confider'd., 'That there are ſome Commands laid upon 
Lay-men, as well as-others, which no Man can be capa- 
ble of yielding obedience to, who is not converſant inthe 
Holy Writings. I ſhall inſtance in three-only. x. To in- 
ſtruct their Children in the Scriptures. 2. Totry the Spirits 

| whether they: be of God. 3. Togive a reaſon of the hope 

that is in them. | 

1. To inſtruQt their Children in the knowledge of the 
Scriptures. This God commanded the 1/xaelites in the place 
frorecited. The words which I command thee this day ſhall be Sec alſo 
. in thine heart, and thou ſhalt teach them diligently to thy Chil- =_ hw - 
dren. Of the like import is S. Paz/['s injunEtion to Chris 32. 46. 
ſtian Parents, To bring, up their Children, inthe nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. Hear what S. Chryſoftom ſays upon 
theſe words. Wouldſt thow have thy Jn obedient, nurſe him 
up from the beginning in the inſtruition and admonition of 
the Lord. Think it not more than needful, that he. hear the 
. Divine Scriptures ; for there he will firſt hear this leſſon. , 
Honour thy Father and thy Mother. Say not that this belongs to 
Monks ;, why aoft thou fear that which isgreatly gainful ? make 
him a Chriſtian. For it « moſt neceſſary for thoſe whoconverſe 
with the World, to know thoſe leſſons which axe "to be learnt 
from thence, eſpecially for Children. *And. a little: after he 
adds. Let us make them from their childhood to apply them- 
felves to the reading of the Scriptures. And can a Parent in- * 
ſtruct his Children 1n the Scriptures, who does not ſtudy 
them himſelf ? | 

2. To try the. Spirits whether they be of God. This 1 Joh. 4.1. 
S. John commands, not only Biſhops and Prieſts, but all 
forts of Chriſtians todo. By Spirits are meant the Teachers 
who pretend to divine inſpiration ; but now becauſe it 
cannot ordinarily þe diſcerned, whether the Teachers are 


of 
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of God, but by the tryal of what they teach, they are there. 
fore firſt to try the DoCtrines, and as they find them either 
true or falſe, to conclude the Teacher either a true or a falſe 
Prophet. 

Now the Scriptares being the Rule by which Do&rines 
are to be tried, how can a Man make this eryal , who 
is not acquainted with them ? Yea, ſhould we ſuppoſe , 
that-the, Scriptures are not the entire Rule (as the pre- 


{ent Church of Rome, in contradiction to the antient Church, 


and the Scriptures themſelves, teaches ) but Rand in need 
of unwritten Traditions to ſupply their defeCts : yet ſince 
the Romaniſtsz ftill grant them to be the Rule, of all thoſe 
Dottrrines they extend to ; that whatſoever DoGrine is de- 
Irver'd in them, is infallibly «rue ; whatſoever is contrary 
To any Dottrine deliver'd in them, is certainly falſe ; It 
plainly foHows, that no Man can be qualified for the tryal 
of DoQtrines, who is a ſtranger tothem ; becauſe no Man 
can know what Dottrines are either contrary or agreea- 
ble to rhe Scriprures, before he knows, what are contain'd 
in them. | 

3. To give a reaſon of the Hope that is in them. Be 
ready always, ſays S. Peter, to give an anſwer to every one 
that asketh you a reaſon of the hope that is in yog. When 
your Religion is oppoſed and perſecuted, be ready not 
only to confeſs it,” bat to give a reaſon to every one that 
requires it, why you are Chriſtians. And what reaſon 
can a Man who knows not the Scriptures give, why he 
is a Chriſtian , rather than a Mahometan ? unleſs the very 
ſame that a Twr& can give, why he is a Mahometan, Ta- 
ther than a Chriſtian, viz. That he had the good fortune 
to be born and bred in a Nation, where the Chriſtian Re- 
hgion was in taſhion. « * 

To conclude this argument : In that God commands thole 
things to bs done by Lay-men, which no Man can do 
without the knowledge of the Scriptures, he alſo commands 
them to acquaint themſelves with the Scriptures 3 _ 
that 
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that requires the-end, he alſo requires the uſo of thok means 
without which it cannot be obtained. | 


V. The uſes and ends to which the Holy. Scriptures. 


are by God deſigned, are a ſufficient proof of Lay-mens 
obligation to- acquaint themſelves with them. *Fis true, 
ſome parts of Scripture were intended for the uſe of Teach- 
ers, and: others of Hearers, conſider'd as fuch on purpoſe 


to inſtru& them in thoſe Duties. which belong to them, as. 
ſo diſtinguiſhed the one from: the other. - Bur beſides. thaſe-. 
Texts. which are proper to them, with reſpe& to their dif-. 


ferent ranks. and ftations ; the males to which the Scri- 
ptures. are deſign'd , are ſuch which reſpe& Men.in com+ 
mon., both Laity and Clergy ,, of what degree or quali- 
ty ſoever. He: 474 

Such are in the general, To: teach and inftrudt us. in 
thoſe things by which we may be made wiſe to Salvati- 


v3 


on. S. Paul tells us, That whatſoever things were written Rom. 14. 


aforetime, were written for our learning. And if whatſoever 4: 


was written by Moſes and the Prophets, to- thoſe who li- 
ved before Chriſt came in the fleſh, to reveal the will of 
God more fully and. clearly to us, was written not only 


for theer learning, but for ors too ;. how much more what-. 
ſoever is written {ince by the Apoſtles and Evangelifts? this. 


being written for owr learning only, and not for theirs. 
More particularly - | 


2 


They are deſign'd to teach us, what is neceſſary for us 


to knoW, and believe, -and do that we may be ſaved. Theſe Joh. 20. 
things are written, lays S.. John, that ye might believe that 3” 


Teſus is the Chriſt, the Son of God, and that believing, ye might 


have life through his name. And theſe things have L written 1 Joh.2. i 


fo you, that ye fin not. To this purpoſe they teach us. not 
only our Duty 1n general ; but what are thoſe ſins in par» 
ticular, thatareto be avoided, and thoſe good works which 
God hath ordained that we ſhould walk in ; and are admi«- 
rably ſuted to the begetting and promoting of all thoſe _ 

Vemny 


14 The Lay-Chriſtian's Obligation 
venly virtues, by which we may be diſpoſed and enabled to 
deny all forts of ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and to liye 
ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this preſent World ; that 
having our fruit unto holineſs here, our end may. be' ever- 
laſting life. In ſhort, the word of Chrift, is the great inſtru- 
ment which God hatli ordained for the ſaving of Souls , 
Tic. 2.11. and therefore it is call'd the Grace of God which bringeth Sal- 
Ephel. 1. vation; the power of God to Salvation ts every one that be- 
- ol 4. lieveth ; the Goſpel of Salvation. And certainly no Man can 
Jam. 1.21. deny that theſe uſes and ends of Holy Scriptures appertain 
to Lay-men, who does not- place them in the. order of 
Beaſts, and deny that they have Souls capable of immor- 
tal Bliſs. | | 
Nor were they written to inſtru&t the. People as well as 
Prieſts in thoſe points only of Faith and Practice, which con- 
cern them all in common as they are Men and Chriſtians; 
but more particularly yet, to teach Lay-perſons of both Sexes, 
of all Ages, Ranks and Relations, what Graces are moſt be- 
coming, and how they ought to behave themſelves in that | 
age, place or relation in which they are : That Men and | 
Women, both Elder and Younger ; Husbands and Wives, Pa- 
rents and Children, Maſters and Servants, Magiſtrates and | 
SubjeAs might there find what their reſpeCtive Duties are, | 
together with ſuch motives as may be of force to engage 
them to the doing of them. And can it reaſonably be ſup- | 
poſed, when God hath ſo particularly preſcribed in his word, | 
to all forts of Secular perſons their Duties, as they ſtand di- 
. Ringuiſhed one from another, by their different ranks and 
relations, that it is his pleaſure they ſhould not look into it , 
to ſee what theſe Duties are? - 
Furthermore, 'Fhe Scriptures are deGgn'd by God to teach 
Mea, 1n all variety of fortunes, how to behave themſelves, and 
to improve their lot (whatſoever it be) to their beſt advan- 
tage. Bea Man pooror rich, high or low, in honour or diſ- 
grace, in ſickneſs or in health, he may leara from them , 
how to correct thoſe evils which are ucident to that con- 


dition 


XUM 


' fo Read the Holy Scriptures. 15 


dition ia which he is, and to make it ſubſervient to his 
greateſt good. Yea , be a Man's condition never ſoca- 
lamitous, though he walk i» darkweſs and fee no light, 
he may find ia the word of Chriſt, thoſe inſtruQtions , 
dire&Qions , examples, precepts, promiſes, from which (if 
duly applyed ) light will ariſe to him, in the midſt of 
his darkneſs. And therefore S. Chryſoſtom< in his Com- 
ment on, my Text, upon this account earneſtly 'exhorts 
the Men of the World to the ſtudy of the Scriptures. 
Hearken 1 beſeech you, ſays he, all ye: who are employ'd in 
the affairs of this life ; get ye Bibles, the Medicines of your 
Souls, If you will have no more , yet get at leaſt.the New 
Teftament, the Atts of the Apoſtles, the Goſpels, your canti- 
nual Teachers. If anygrief happen to you, look into them, as the 
forchouſe of Medicines, fron thence fetch comfort in your ca- 
lamities, &c. And good reaſon had he thus to exhort them, 
For can any Man in his wits imagine, that God would 
have that concealed from the Laity, which he in mercy de- 
ſign'd for the Remedy of all their ſpiritual Maladies? For 


VI. ( Which plainly follows from what has been deli- 
ver'd ) Have- not the Laity as much need of the Holy 
| Scriptures, as the Clergy? Are they not liable to as 
| many ſpiritual Infirmities and Diſeaſes, and therefore 
| ſtand in as great need of Medicines to prevent. or re- 
| move them? Are they, fo well acquainted with their 
Duty , that they cannot know it better? and in caſe 

they were, yet are they not as ſlow to good, and as 

| prone to evil as other Men, and therefore need as much 
to be quicken'd to the praftice of thoſe Duties they al- 

ready kaow ? Are they not expoſed to as violent af 

laults of their Ghoſtly Enenues, as their Teachers are, 

and therefore need the Sword of the Spirit to repel them, 

as much as they ? Yea, are they not more expoſed to 

Tomptations from this evil >———_ than tholſs are, = 
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live more retir'd from it, and have leſs to do with it ? 
Say not, lays Theophylait, that it belongs to the Religious 
only to read the Scriptures, for it is the duty of every 
Chriſtian, eſpecially of thoſe who are converſant in the 
World, . ſince they ſtand in need of greater help, as being in 
a [t0YM.s 
Ties ſince ( as you have before ſeen) the Scri- 
ptures are deſign'd to inſtruct = 0p of all ſtates, 
es and ranks, in their reſpeCtive Duties ; unleſs a 
ſore- of Lay-men can be found, who are neither Young- 
er nor .Elder, Married nor Unmarried , Superiours nor 
Inferiours ; who are neither in Sickneſs nor in Health, 
in Proſperity nor Adverſity, that is , ſuch a fort of Lay- 
men , who are in no ſtate, condition or order of Men, 
none. will be found- who have not need of the Holy 
Scriptures. . 


Obj. It will perhaps be faid , Fhat it is not neceſſary 


to this, that they (earch the Scriptures themſelves ; It 


is ſufficient that they take them upon truft from their 
Teachers. | 


To which I return theſe things. 
Azſw. x. That our Saviour did not think this ſuffi- 
cient ;' for he commanded Lay-men, as well as others 
not to take matters upon truſt ,, but to ſearch the Scri- 


tures. Nor did S. Paul think it enough ; for as he di- 


rected his Epiſtles to all the Saints, to all that call up- 


Epheſ.z,4.02 the name of the Lord Jeſus {0 he expetted that 


all ſhould. read them. And though: he was guided by 
an infallible Spirit, yet S. Luke thought it a Virtue in 
the Bereans, and highly commends them for it, "That they 


AN.17.11. ſearched the S criptures daily, whether thoſe things, which were 


ſpoken by S. Paul, mere ſo. | 
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2. It may reaſonably be. preſum'd, that thoſe Teach- 
ers ſerve no. goo deſtza, who forbid their People to 
ſearch the Scriptures. For what more likely reaſon 
can be given, than that they themſelves know that 
their Doctrines are ſuch, as will not abide the tryal ? 
Would you not ſhrewdly ſuſpe& that Man's Honeſty, who 
having gotten into his hands the Writings ,uf another's 
Eſtate, in which he confeſſes you are highly intereſs'd, 
ſhall refuſe to let you ſee them, and confidently tell you, 
that you ought to know no more of them, than he ſhall 
think fit. to acquaint you with ? But kk 
' 3. Suppoſing your Teachers deal honeftly with you, 
it 15 but a ſmall portion of Scripture that they can ac- 
quaint their. People with, in compariſon of what they 
may read at hom2; Eſpecially the 'Teachers'in the Church 
of Rome , where no more of the Scripture is commu- 
nicated to thoſe, who do not*' underſtand the Latine 
Tongue, than what the Preacher is. pleas'd to' put into his 
Sermon, and that commonly is little enough. ' - But in 
caſe the Scriptures were read in a Language the Peo- 
ple underſtood, yet from the tranſient © reading, the 
would carry away but little , and that little would ſoon 
be forgotten , unleſs kept in mind by. ' reading and me- 
ditation. And therefore .S..Chry/oſtom frequently ' and 
earneſtly exhorted his People not to content themſelves 
with hearing the Scriptures , - but to read them alfo pri- 
vately at home ; out of many I ſhall quote a paſſage or 


two to- this pugpoſe. ' I beſeech you to come to 'the Church Hom. 29. 
. {a0  J* - . il Ge IP 
continually, and. with diligence attend to the readins of 


the Divine Scriptures ; and not only when you come hi- 
ther, but alſo at home to take-the Divine Books into your 
hands, and carefully to receive the benefit of the things 
cantain'd in them. Much profit does come *from hence ; 
firſt the Tongue by reading is reform'd , then the, Soul is 
wing'd, and. carried aloft , &c. Let us not I beſeechyou care= 
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lefly negleft ſo great a gain, but alſo at home, let us nith 
diligence apply our ſelves to the reading of the Divine 
Writings. And in another place, he thus addreſſes to 
his Hearers. Let every one, when he retires home , take 
the Bible into his hands, and run over the ſenſe of thoſe 
things that have been ſpoken, if he deſire to reap cont i- 
ual and ſufficient benefit from the Scriptures : for bare 
hearing for two hours, is not ſufficient for our ſecurity. 
Theſe were the lefſons this Holy Man inculcated upon 
thoſe who daily attended *to the publick preaching and 
reading of the word, and who heard the Scriptures read in 
a language they underſtood ( which is not now permit- 
ted 1n. the Roman Church ) ſo neceſſary in his judg- 
ment , was the private reading of the Scripture, that all 
that was heard in publick would not ſuffice without ir. 
Por it is not enough, that the word- of Chriſt dwell in 
us ſparingly, but | 

. It muſt dwell in us richly, which it can never do, 
fave in thoſe only who frequently read it, and medi- 
tate upon it. Some perſons I know there are who can- 
not read ; ſome others who can, live in thoſe unhappy 
places where they cannot procure Bibles. If theſe do 
otherways, what in them lies to attain to the knowledge 
of the Scriptures, God will accept them according to that 
they have, and not according to that they have not : For 
unavoidable defetts, he will either make allowances , 
or make a lupply {ome - other way. © But for others 
who. have both ability and opportunity ®of reading the 
word of Chrif, as it is their bounden duty, fo it cah 
argue no leſs than contempt of God himſelf to negle&t 
it. For ſince God hath condeſcended for their good 
to write tt, how can they chuſe but entertain ve- 


ry low thoughts of him, who will not vouchſafe to 
read it ? 


VII. What 
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VII. What has been faid of the need all Men ſtand 
in of the word of Chriſt, ſuggeſts another” argu» 
ment, vzz. - The t Evils they muſt needs lay 
themſelves open to who negle& the ſtudy of the Scri- 
ptures. For by how much the leſs they know them, 
by fo much the leſs muſt they know their duty ; and 
by how much the mofe ignorant they are of theit du- 
ty , by ſo much the. leſs muſt they: praQtiſeit. - Yea, 
thoſe duties which they are plainly: tzught by'the: Law 
written in their hearts, they will be. eaſily perſwaded to 
negle& : becauſe the great motives to quicken them to 
theſe, mult be fetch'd from the Scriptures. And there- 
fore no wonder, that many perſons :{o eagerly purſue 


the Pomps and V anities of this wicked World, make -pro- 


viſion: for the' fleſh to fulfil the luſls thereof, and are led 
captive by the Devil at his pleaſure, who ſolemnly 1&- 
nounced all theſe in; their Baptiſm ; becauſe for want of 
acquaintance with the Scriptures , they are deſtitute of 


thoſe forces, __ which they cannor ſucceſsfully en- 
counter theſe ther ſpiritual enemies. 

Nor are ſuch perſons in more danger of falling into 
ſin in matters of Practice, than of being miſled in points 
of Belief ; for having no ſolid foandation to bottom their 
Faith upon, thy will ke Chilaren be toſſed to and fro, 
and carried about with every wind of Dodtrine, by the ſught 
of Mey, and cunning craftineſs whereby they lie in wait to 
deceive. It need not therefore ſeem ſtrange, if many 
perſons ſhould be ſeduc'd from that Faith which was once 
deliver'd to the Saints, and which they themſelves for 
ſome time made profeflion of. In ſhort : I-norance of the 
Scriptures, ( as S. Chryſoſtom in his Comment upon my 
Text tells us) # the cauſe of all evil. How deplorable 
then muft their condition be, who liven the conſtant diſ- 
ule and neglect of them ? _- 


Having 
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Having already ſhew'd, That the things which are 
written were at firſt addreſsd to Laymen; That God 
-hath plainly commanded them to acquaint themſelves fa- 
miliarly with them; That the ſubject matter of the Ho- ' } 
ly Scriptures, and the uſes and ends for which they Lf 
were written, 'do concern the Laity ; 'Thatſome ſpecial ; 
Duties are laid upon them, which no Man can perform, ; 
who. is not converſant 1n-tlie Scriptures : Having alſo 
ſhew'd the great need the Laity ftand ia of them, the 
ineſtimable benefits they may receive by them, and the 
intolerable evils they will expoſe themſelves to in caſe 
they negle& the ſtudy of them: | 


VIII. What now remains to quicken you further to 
this great duty, ' unleſs it be to ſhew the vanity of 
thoſe objeQtions whichare made againſt it? It may indeed 
be juſt matter of wonder, to fiad any' thing obje&ed 
againſt a Duty ſo clear, and of ſuch great moment : 
Yet fo it is, that ſome Men have dared to fay thoſe 
things which (if they were true) _—_ juitly affright 
the People from it, and make them take it for a Sin, 
rather than a Duty, to read the Bible. | 

In general it is ſaid , That the promiſcuous reading 
of the Scriptures by the wulgar, does more hurt than 
good. Becaule in particular, 1t occaſions their falling into 
dangerous Errors both in matters of Faith, and in mat- 
ters of Practice, ſo that if - this liberty ſhould be al- 
low'd, they will neither believe, nor /ve fo as they 
ought : Which charge conliſting of two parts, the one re- 
lating to Belief, the other to Manners, that the anſwer 
may bethe more clear and ſatisfaQtory, I ſhall conſider them 
diſtinctly and apart. And 


0bj. Firſt , It is objefted. . That many peſtilent Seits 
and Hereſies which infeſt the Church, have taken their 
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riſe from the reading of the Scriptures by Laymen ; who- 
for want of being qualified. to underſtand them aright , do 
uſually wreſt them to . 4. pernicions. ſenſe. 

What is: commonly faid. of the obſcurity of. the Scri- 
pture, may be conſidered elſewhere. Ar preſent I re- 
turn ſeveral things. in anſwer to the objection as now 
propoſed,. each of: which ſingly conſidered would be a 
{ufficient- anſwer. - 

1. This refleQs | foul diſhonour upon. God himſelf, 
For what can be more highly derogatory both to- his 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, than to ſay,. that. he: hath writ- 
ten ſuch a; Book for his. People's uſe, which they. can- 
- not read, but they will be in danger of being eternal- 
ly ruind by it.. If this be ſo, they-are then much be- 
holden to thoſe who take the Bible from them, but owe 
no thanks to God whogave.it: to them.. or he 
* 2, Our blefled Saviour thought the ignorance of the 
Scriptures the cauſe of Herefies,. and the means-he pre- 
{cribes to_ prevent and cure.them, 1s the ſtudy of che 
Scriptures. Te err, {aid he to the Sadducees ; what, be- 
cauſe ye ſtudy the Scriptures ?. No,. but becauſe ye know 
not the Scriptures. - And though he Very well: knew, 
how maliciouſly the Jews were bent, to wrelt. the-Scrzj- 


Match, 22. 
29. 


ptures to juſtifie their rejeftion of him ; yet does he + 
not reprove - them for reading the Scriptures they {© 


much abuſed,, but contrariwiſe commands to read them 
again, and more diligently.. Searchtthe Scriptures, for they 
teſtifie of me. Asif he hadſaid;. You will not yet be- 
lieve on me, but take me. for a Deceiver. TI require 
you therefore not barely 'to- read, but: to ſearch the 


Joh, $4290 


Scriptures (that- is, ' attentively, throughly and. imparti- 


ally to read them.) and you. will then be convinced ti:at 
I am indeed the Mefſtah, . becauſe. they ſo plainly tefti- 
fie of me. This was the method our Saviour preſcribed, 
tor the cure of that damnable Herelſie. 


or 


C———— 
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Of rhe ſame judgment were his Apoſtles after him. 

S. Jade to fortifie his beloved Chriſtians againſt the He- 

relies of the Gnaſticks, commands them, to remem- 

uz ber the words which were ſpoken before by the Apoſtles of 

our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The remembrance of the Scri- 

pture, was . (it ſeems) .in his opinion the beſt Antidote = 
againſt the Poiſon of thoſe Seducers ; and this ſuppoſes 
their acquaintance with them, ſince no Man can re- 
[ member :what he. has no ——_— of, Yea, -that 
| | very Text which is frequently uced to prove that 
4 by reading the Scriptures Men fall into Hereſfies, is on 
| the contrary a plain proof, that the not reading them 
| | ſo much as to become acquainted with them, is the 
| true cauſe from whence this miſchief ariſes. For who 
were the Men that wreſted the Scriptures to their own 
deſtruction ? One charaQter of them is, that they were 

wxnlearned; unlarned in what ?- in the Holy Scriptures, 1 

( for in humane learning S. Peter himſelf was very un- 

learned.) And if want of learning in the Scriptures, 

be the cauſe of falling from the Faith, then doubtleſs 

the ſtudy of them, will be the beſt way to eſtabliſh 

Men in it. What? could S. Peter ſo mych as dream, 

that the reading of this Epiſtle by thoſe Lay-Chriftians 

" to whom he wrote it, would be the way to corrupt 

their Faith, when he wrote it to them, on purpoſe to | 

preſerve them ſound in it ? ſo contrary .was his 5atts- 

| ment to that of his pretended Succefſour. | 

| 3. ,94. wy that the reading of the Scriptures hath | 

been -to ſome Laymen an occaſion of falling into damna- | 

ble Hereſies ; does it thence follow, that they ought 
not to read them? This is as abſurd, as for a Man 
thus to argue : Some Mea by eating have fallen mortally 
| Sick, let no Man therefore for the future eat. Some 
| Men have uſed their fight to the chuſing of a wrong 

way, it is therefore every Man's duty to put out his 

| eyes. 
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aff es. The light of the Sun is by many Men abuſed to 


very ill purpoſes, the Sun therefore ir {elf ought to be 
extinguiſhed, And is it not an excellent Remedy, for 
a Man to ſtarve himſelf, that he may not fall fick by 
cating ? Or for a Man to make himſelf blind, leſt 1f 
he ſee, he ſhould chance to miſtake his way ? "Tis true, 
a Man may loſe his way, that has his eyes in his head ; 
but is he'ſure not to loſe it, by putring them out ? S9 
a Man by miſtaking the ſenſe of Scripture, may hap- 
pen to fall into Errors, but he that 1s altogether un- 
acquainted with it , lays himſelf open to all Deluſions, 
expoſes himſelf a prey to every Seducer. 

4. The manifeſt truth is, that generally ſpeaking, not 
the Laity, but the Clergy, have been the Authors of 
Setts and Herelies, 'The Novatian Sett ſprang from 
one Prieſt, the Dozatift from two, ( though it took its 
name from a Biſhop, who afterward eſpouſed it. ) 
The Arian Herelie from a Prieſt, the Pelagian from a 
Monk (the Provoſt of Baz'or ) Fhe Neſtorian from 
a Biſhop and Prieſt, the Extychian from a Prieſt, the 
Eunomian from a Biſhop, the Monothelite from ſeveral 


Biſhops joyntly. Even Be/larmine himſelf afferts, That 1. 4: 
almoſt all the prime Authors of Hereſie, have been #9"; 


either Prieſts or Biſhops. And for thoſe Laymen, that g. guar» 
have been Broachers of Hereftes, they have been #2"*/- 


( for the moſt part ) not of the vulgar fort, but Men of 
great parts and learning. Herefie is indeed a work 

the fleſh, but one too fine and flibtile to be forged in a 
vg Brain, except ſuch Hereſfies only as are very 


ſen ual, groſs, and brutifh. Tt is S. Terome's obferva- comment.in 
tion, 'That no Man can be the Founder of an Herefie 9: 5: 


who is not a Man of great wit and parts. And there- 


fore | 
5. If this way of reaſoning be admitted, the Clergy 
ſhould 'be forbidden to read a” Scriptures, rather than 
| the 


\ 
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the Laity ; fince they are the Men that have done the. 


greateſt miſchiefs, by wreſting them to the broaching 
and maintaining of Seats and Hereſies. As there are 


ſome Church-men, who to ſhew their great reverence 


to the Scriptures, do uſually compare them to Knives and 
Swords, ( becauſe a man may uſe them to bad, as well 
as good purpoſes ), ſo there are others, who have 
made good theſe compariſons, by drawing ſuch Do- 
Qtrines from them, by which the Churci has been 
miſerably wounded, divided and rent into pieces. 
Should therefore the uſe of the Bible be denied to all 
thoſe Orders of Men, of which any perſons in thoſe 
Orders have been found to abuleit; it muſt be denied 
to the Clergy too, and. by conſequence to all Men. 
And then God may take his Book again to himſelf : 
Unleſs it pleaſe him to beſtow it upon ſome other ſort 
of Beings, { if any ſuch thereare)) that it is fitter for. 
And yet let it be conſider'd | 

6. That thoſe Hereſies which have been broached 
either by the Clergy or the Laity, are not chargeable 
upon the Holy Scriptures, any more than darkneſs up- 
on the Sun when the Earth is eclipſed. For as the 
darkneſs proceeds not from the Sun, ( which is and 
ever will be the fountain of light ) but from the in- 
terpoſition of the opacous Body of the Moon which 
intercepts its light ; ſo the true cauſe of Hereſies is not 
the Scripture, but Mens inordinate Luſts and Paſſions, 
which interpoſe between them and the light of the 
glorious Goſpel of God, which would otherwiſe have 
{hone into their hearts. Pride and Vain-glory, Cove- 
touſneſs and Senſuality, or ſome other vice, are the 
proper fountains, from whenceall thoſe Hereſtes which 
create diſturbance to the Church are derived ( as might 
be ſhew'd at large.) Such is the power of corrupt. at-= 
teQions, that the. Man who is ſway'd with them, can 
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ke nothing aright, how fairly ſoever repreſented ; but 
will be as apt to wreſt the plaineſt as the moſt obſcure 
Texts, to his own deſtruction. 


I Obj. It is objetted ſecondly, That the reading of 


Scriptures is dangerous to the common People, becauſe 
thoſe thinzs are recorded in them, which may occaſi- 
on their erring in Prattice, as well as in Faith. Foy in- 


ſtance, Noah's Drunkenneſs, Lot's Inceſt, Jacob's fraud 


' and lying in getting the bleſſing, David's Murther and A4- 


dultery, 8c. Which if expoſed to the view of the wul- 
gar, they may thereby be encouraged and provoked to the 
zmitation of them. 


Anſw. Tt is ſtrange , that Men who own the Scri- 
ptures for the word of the moſt holy God, who ts of 
purer eyes than to behold evil, ſhould have the face to 
draw up this black charge againſt them. 

But were not theſe vicious examples to be found in 


the Scriptures in our Saviour's days ? and yet as they 


were then freely read by the People, ſo the reading 
of them was {d far from being reprehended, that it 

was approved by him. Were they not in the Scri- 

ptures 1n the days of S. Pau/? And yet he tells us, 

That all Scripture is profitable, not only for Dottrine _ 
and Reproof, but for Correfion too, and Inſtruttion in * 0 3- 
richteouſneſs. Yea do not the Scriptures themſelves 
frequently give this teſtimony of themſelves, That they 

are a Sovereign Preſervative againſt Vice, and that this 

was one great end to which God deſign'd them? E- 

ven young Men, who are moſt obnoxious to the pol- 

kition of Sin, by attending to the Scriptures may 
cleanſe themſelves from it. For, wherewithal, ſays 
David, ſhall a young Man cleanſe his way ? by taking **% 119+ 
heed thereto according to thy word. " 
wj D 2 = 
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But ſuppoſe,. theſe evi examples are of ſuch dan- 


gerous conſequence , why are they ſo to the Laity 


only? Are all the Clergy of ſuch approved virtue , 
that a Temptation hath no power over them ? This 
is an attainment above the Vulgar, which I prefume 
the Roman Clergy do nat yet pretend to. | 
But for a diret Anſwer to the objection, I pro- 
poſe theſe two things in the general. r. That the 
Scripture it {elf hath preſcribed a remedy againſt the. 
evil of rthefo Examples. 2. That the examples them- 
ſelves are many ways advantageous to qur good, for 
the prevention or cure of Sin, and for .the promoting 
of Virtue 1n us. | 
1. The Scripture it felf hath preſcribed a Reme- 
dy againſt the evil of theſe examples, and that ſeve- 
ral ways. 1. By furniſhing us with the moſt emi- 
nent examples of the contrary Virtues. 2. By for- 
bidding thoſe very fins under the fevereſt penalties. 
3. By telling us how ſeverely Gad hath puniſhed the 
fins of many of thoſe good Men. 4. By ſetting be- 
tore us many dreadful examples of God's judgment 
upon others tor the like fins. | 
1, By furniſhing us with the moſt eminent exam- 
ples of the contrary virtues, which may be as power- 
ful a motive to Good, as the other can be to 


Evil. If we impartially read the Scriptures, we ſhall 


find, that the vicious actions of good Men. are but 
tw, in compariſon of their vertuous aCtiops there re- 
corded ; and whatſoever the ſins be, that ſome of them 
were ſometimes: overtaken with, we ſhall alſo find 
that not only others, but even they themſelves ( for 
the moſt part ) were at other times exemplary for the 
contrary Duties. I ſhall not ſtay to inſtance in par- 
ticulars. It may ſuffice, That the holy Jeſus is in 
Scripture {et before us as ſuch an. Yluſtrious Pattern, 
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not only of ghis or that, but of all kinds of Moral Good- 


neſs, as will to every attentive conſidering perſon, be of 
greater force to excite to virtue, than the ſins of all good 


Men there regiſtred, taken together, can be to provoke 


to the contrary. 
2. By forbidding thoſe very ſins under the ſevereſt pe- 


nalties. What though in telling the Story of the evil ations 


of good Men, it does not always paſs a cenſure upon 
them ? It was not needful it ſhould do fo, be- 
cauſe God hath exprefly condemn'd them by his Law. 
It is the Law of God that is our only Ruk, Ex- 
amples therefore are to be judg'd by Precepts, and all 
Examples to be concluded bad , fo far as they do not 
agree with the Rule. 

3. The Scriptures alſo tell us, how ſeverely God has 
puniſhed the ſins of many of thoſe good Men. He will 
have no encouragement to imitate David in his Mur- 
ther and Adultery, who confiders that diſmal train of 
puniſhments that follow'd at the heels of them. For 
though God upon his Repentance forgave the eternal 
puniſhment, yet he viſited his iniquiry with rods , and 
his fin with ſcourges ; he puniſhed him even to exam- 
ple in this World, to the end, that others might fee and 


fear, and do no more ſo preſumptnoufty. Nor can that 


Man be encouraged to fraud and lying by Jacob's exam- 
ple in getting the bleffing, who duly confiders, how very 
dear thoſe ſims afterward coft him.. 

4. We find in Scripture many dreadful examples of 
God's Judgments upon others for the kke ſins, on 
purpoſe to deter us from them. S. Pawl ſays thus of the 
Plagues God brought upon the 1ſraelites in the Wilderneſs, 


Theſe things were our examples, to the intent that we ſhould r Corimh. 
ot luſt after evil things, as they elſo lufted : neither be —_ 8, 


ye Jaolaters as were ſome of them ; neither let us com- 
mit Fornication as ſome of them committed, and fell in one 
RT aay 
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day three and twenty Thouſand , Neither let us tempt C hriſt as 
ſome of them tempted, and were deſtroyed of ++ gg ' net- 
ther murmur as ſome of them alſo murmured, and were 
deftroyed of the Deſtroyer. Now all theſe things happen- 
ed to them for enſamples, and they are written for our 
admonition, upon whom the ends of the World are come. 
Let Men but carefully read, and ſeriouſly lay to heart 
theſe, and other ſuch terrible examples we find in 
Scripture, of God's vengeance upon Men for their fins, 
and this doubtleſs will be a powerful Antidote againſt 


the infetion of bad Example. Thus you ſe that what- 


ſoever ill uſe ſome Men may be enclin'd to make of the 
ſins of good Men recorded in Scripture, the Scripture 
it ſelf hath provided a ſufficient Remedy againſt it. But 
this 1s not all: * | 
2. The ſins of good Men recorded in Scripture may be 
highly beneficial to us, both for the preſerving us 
from ſin, and the promoting of Holineſs in us, And that 
ſeveral ways. | 
1. As they are a confirmation of the truth of the 
Sacred Hiſtory, and by conſequence more fully aſſure 
us , that thoſe dreadful puniſhments there recorded as 
inflicted by God upon ſinners, are not cunningly devi- 
ſed fables, but the moſt indubitable Truths. For can 
we think , that the Penmen of theſe Books were not 
Men of the greateſt ſincerity , ſuch as would report 
nothing but what they knew to be true, when we tind, 
that they did not conceal thoſe things , that were moſt 
Exod. 4. diſgraceful to themſelves ? Thus Moſes relates his own 
10,13,14, Faults, viz. his neglet to circumciſe his Son, his 
24-25 great backwardneſs to go upon that errand upon which 
Numb. 2c. God ſent him, his not fſanctifying the name of God at 
12,13. the Waters of Meribah, and how the anger of God 
was kindled againſt him for theſe fins. David hath left 
2 memorial ro all Poſterity of ſuch enormous fins com- 


mitted 
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mitted by himſelf, which the more ingenuous ſort of Pal. gr. 
Heathens abhorr'd the very thoughts of. $S. Petey 
hath given a more particular account than any of the 
other Evangeliſts, of his own denial and abjuration 
of his Maſter, in the Goſpel written by S. Mark ; ( for 
that Goſpel was dictated by S. Peter, S. Mark was only 
the Amanuenſis ). _ 
2. As they ſerve to beat down ſpiritual Pride , -and 
to make us more humble, by repreſenting to us our 
own vileneſs, in the foul fins of others who were better 
than our ſelves. And by how much the more humble, 
by ſo much the more holy we are ; Humility being not 
only a Grace it felf , but the Parent and Nurſe of ma- 
ny other excellent Graces. _ 
3. As they quicken us to greater watchfulneſs againſt 
ſin, make us more careful to avoid all occafions, and 
t@ repreſs the very firſt motions toward evil. This uſe 
the Apoſtle teaches us : for having ſhew'd how ſhame- 
fully the 1/raelites ſinn'd, and how remarkably they were 
puniſh'd, he concludes, Wherefore let him that thinketh 1 Corinth. 
he ſtandeth take heed leſt he fall. I 
4. As they teach us to litt up our eyes and our hearts 
unto God, from whom alone cometh our help ; to im- 
plore continually the aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit, to in- 
able us to ſubdue our evil inclinations, to withſtand all 
the Temptations of the World, the Fleſh and the Devil, 
and by patient continuance in well doing to ſeek for glo- 
ry and honour and immortality. 
5. As they teach us Thankfulneſs to God for his. 
preventing and aſſiſting Grace, in caſe we have with- 
{tood. thoſe Temptations, which other good Men have 
been overcome by, and preſery'd from thoſe fins into 
which they have fallen : ſince it is not by any ſtrength 
originally: in our ſelves, but by the Grace of God, that 
we ſtand. And by how much the more thankful any 
Man 
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Man is for the Grace he hath already received, by fo 
much the more he may expett. 

6. As they teach us to be charitable in our Cen- 
_ * ſures of others, and not preſently to conclude a Man 
-loſt, though he fall into ſome great ſin, bur en- 
- deavour to reſtore him again with the ſpirit of meck- 
nels. But | 
7. If through our negleCt and careleſneſs we fall: in- 

:to any great ſin, we are by theſe examples encourag- 
ed to riſe again. What greater encouragement to Re- 
.pentance than the hope of a pardon in caſe we re- 
pent ? And this we can have no reaſon to deſpair of, 
when we find that others who fell iato as foul 
"fins, were aCtually pardon'd , and reccived into God's 


favour upon their Repentance. Thus we ſee how. 


- thoſe evil examples we meet with in the holy Scripture , 
may be highly advantagious to our ſpiritual Good. 


——RRE,... 
&a 


| #0 Read the Holy Scriptures: 31 


naw ——————_—_— 
—_— tt. 


— ns = WIE I WO x .. 4 £4 _ 


THE 


APPLICATION. 


the Vulgar, have not that regard they ought (40) —_—_— 
- good Os TNELT 


of the Pariſh Prieſt or Conteflor ; which Licence they *< Coun 
mult have in writing, And if any Man ſhall preſume MN 


Trent, 


up his Bible to his Ordinary. This is the Randing Law 
En of 
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of the Church of Rome, eltabliſh'd by the authority of 
the- Council of Trext, and contirm'd not. only by Pope 
Pins IV. but by many ſucceeding Popes ;. which , be- 
cauſe I have heard confidently denyed, by ſome of their 
ignorant Proſelytes, I will therefore refer them to a lace 
Author in their own language (to whom I preſume they 
will give credit ) who 1n-his Chapter of reading the Ho- 
ly Scriptures, gives this. Chants of a Papiſt. It 7s 
true he. does not think it (viz. the Holy Scripture) fit to 
be read generally by all without a Licence, or in the vulgar 
Tongue. And having told you why he does not think 
ſo, he adds :- For theſe reaſons he is taught, that it is 


ot convenient for the Scripture to be read indifferntly by 


all Men, but only by ſuch as have expreſs Licence, and good 
teſtimony from their Curates, &c. And is not this courſe. 


as effectual, to keep the generality of the Laity from 


reading the Scripture, as the abſolute forbidding it would 
have been ? For how few will be at the trouble and charge 
of procuring a- Faculty, when it cannot be had but from 
the Biſhop or Inquifitor-? Or if many were willing 
to be at the pains-and coft, yet few of thoſe'many will 


be able to obtain it : For how few will be able to fatisfe 


the Biſhop-or Curate, that they are ſuch as will receive 
no hurt by reading, when they cannot fo much as ask it 
without being ſuſpected of Hereſie ? So that all things 
confider'd, it may reaſonably be preſumed, that the effe 

of ſuch Licences will amount to little or nothing. And 
yet how little ſoever it be, it was thought too much to 
be granted : For by the Order of Pope Clement V IH: this 


obſervation is added to the Rule : That hitherto . by the., 


Command and prattice of the holy Roman and univerſal In- 
quiſition, the Faculty of granting ſuch Liceuces for reading 
or keeping Bibles in the vulgar Tongue, or any ſummaries 


or hiſtorteal compendiums FA the ſaid Bibles, is taken away, 
which ts to be tnviolably obſei 


ved, And if no {uch Licence 
j | Cal. 
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he legally granted, then no Man of what quality ſo- 
ever can read the Scripture in the vulgar Tongue, with- 
out. tranſgreſſing the Laws of the Roman Church. 

I am not ignorant, that inthis Kingdom, and I ſuppoſe, 
in ſome others, where the Retormation hath got conſide- 
rable footing, ſome Lay-perſons of that Communion, are 
permitted to have the Bible in their own Tongue, But this 
permiſſion is direaly contrary to their Laws, and extorted 
trom them in theſe Countries to prevent a greater miſchief 
which they ſee would otherwiſe enſue ; If you make en- 
quiry in. Spaiz or Ttaly, you will find no ſuch indulgence 
there, I ſhall add only this. That in the Index of pro- 
hibited Books publithed by Pope Alexander VII. not on- 
ly thoſe Bibles that are tranſlated and printed by Here- 
ticks, but all Bibles 1n-any vulgar Tongue are abſolutely 
prohibited.” .... -... - = 

2. : Let us then be thankful to God, and bleſs and praiſt, 
and ſpeak good of his name, for that we have bega born 
and brought up ia a Church, which allows free liberty of 
ſearching the Holy Scriptures; and not only ſo, but lays 
it as a Duty. upon all Men, and endeavours to. quicken 
them thereunto by the: molt powerful motives. How 
earnett our Church is in preſſingthis Duty apon her Chil- 


dren, you may ſe in her exhortation to the reading of the 


holy Scriptures, a {mall part-of which I ſhall tranſcribe, 
deliring you at your leiſure attentively to. read the whole. 
Thus then .ſhe beſpeaks us : JF we profeſs Chriſt, why 
are we x0: aſham'd to be iznorant of his Doftrine ? See- 
ins that every Man is aſhamed to be iguorant in that learn- 
ing which he prof-ſſeth. That Man is aſham'd to be call d 
a Philoſopher, which readeth not the Books of Philoſophy ; 
and to be calld a Lawyer, an Aſtronomer or Phyſician , 
that is ignorant in the Books of Law, Aſtronomy and Phy- 
ſick. How: can any Man then ſay, that he profeſſeth 
Chriſt aud his Religion, M he will not apply himſelf ( as 
| | 2 
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far forth as he can or muy tonveniently) to realbiliud \ 
hear, and fo to know the Books of Chriff's Goſpel and 
Dotrine ? Although other Sciences be good and to be 
learned, yet no Man can deny, but this is the chief, and "EY 
paſſeth all other incomparably. What excufe ſhall we * 
therefore make ( at the laſt day before Chriſt) that de- 
light to hear or read Mens phantaſies and inventions, more 
than his moſt Holy Goſpel? and will find no time to do: 
that, which chiefly ( above all things ) we ſhould do? and 
will rather read other things than that, for the which we 
ought rather to leave reading of all other things. Let 
us therefore apply our ſelves, as far as we can have 
time and leiſure, to know God's word , by diligent hear- 
ins and reading thereof, 'as many as profeſs God, and 
have faith and truſt in him. And having ſhew'd the 
vanity of thoſe&"excuſes, which are commonly made by > 
roſe who have no good affeCtion for the Scripture, ſhe 
concludes, Surely wone be Enemies to the reading of 
God's word, but fuch as are either ſo ignorant, that they 
know uot how wholſome a thing it is ;, or elſe be ſo ſick, 
that they hate the moſt comfortable Medicine that ſhould 
heat them; or ſo ungedly, that they would wiſh the Peo- 
ple ſtill to. continue in blindneſs and iguoramce of God.. 
Whereupon. ſhe earneſtly renews her Exhortation, in 
theſe words. Let ws thank God heartily, for this his 
great and ſpecial gift , beneficial favour, and fatherly 
providewce. Let us be glad to receive _—_—— gift 
of our Heavenly Fath.r. Let us hear, read and know \/ 
thefe Floly Rules, Injunttions and Statutes of our Chri- 
ſtian Religion. Let us with fear and reverence lay up in | 
rhe Cheſt of our Hearts theſe neceſſary and fruitful 
Leſſons. Let us night and day muſe, and have meditati- 
on and contemplation in them, &c. And yet as if ſhe 

thought not this enough, 2 the Information for them: 

which take offence at certain places of the Holy _—_— 
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t ſhe reacews the Exhortation again, and preſſes it with 

| variety of cogent Ar 
So far is the Church of England from declining the 

| , Holy Scriptures, that ſhe thinks ſhe can never too ve- 

hemently preſs her Children to ſearch into them. She 

| * * knows her Doftrines will abide the Trial, and there- 

fore deſires they may be expoſed to the open light, 

being confident, that the more they are examined, the 

more. they will. be approved. As ſhe hath taken no- 

thing from . the Scriptures, fo neither hath ſhe added 

any new Docttrines contrary to them, and therefore 

need not conceal any part of them in an unknown 

tongue. ea 

3- How great then is their Sin, who while they own 

themſelves members of this Charch, do-ſeldom. take 

' the word of God into their hands, much leſs. lay it 

up in thew Hearts; make it no part of their medita- 

tion and ſtudy. God will not impute to their condem- 

. nation- the not reading of the Bible, whoſe lot is fal- 
len in thoſe unhappy places where: they can by no- 
means Procure it. But for us, who: have not only 
free liberty to read it, but are' ſo earneſtly preſſed 
by our Church to make it the matter of our ſtudy ; 
if we uſe it no more, than thoſe who. are forbidden: the 
uſe of it, what Apology can. we make for our ſelves ? 
Our ſin, alas! is wilful,, and jutterly inexcufable; a 
plairr contempt of God, and our Duty,. and. therefore 

a aur puniſhment will be more grievous and intolerable. 
This will be our Condemnation, that light is riſen to- 
us, but we {hut our eyes, and will not ſuffer it to 
ſhine into- our: hearts, becauſe our deeds. are evil ; for fob. 3-28 
every ome' that doth evil hateth the light, neither 50. 
cometh he to the light , left his deeds Prowl be re- 
proved. | 


4. Be 
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The Lay-Chriſtian's Obligation 
.4. Be-then exhorted: to apply your ſelves to rhe 
ſtudy of the Holy Scriptures ; let us take all 0 portuni- 
ties of. hearing them when read-and preached -in pub- 
lick ; and not only ſo, but of acquainting our ſelves more 
familiarly with them in private : let us with David make 


them our daily Companions, our delight and our Coun- | 


[cllors. | 

Tf either the love of God er-of our ſelves ; Tf the 

conſideration of our Duty -or of our Intereſt, of our 

preſent or future good will ſway with us, we ſhall need 

no other Motives, than thoſe arguments already propoſed, 

which I. therefore beſcech you ſeriouſly to refle&t upon. 
Many I know pretend, that they have ſo much o- 


ther buſineſs, that they can' find no leiſure to look into 


the Scriptutes. TI delice thoſe perſons who make this Plea, 
to conſider theſe few things ;. 

1. Have you any butineſs of greater concernment 
than this? Can any thing be of greater moment than 
to know wherein your true happineſs conſiſts, and what 
conditions are required of youin order to the attainment 
of it ? Can any thing be more neceſſary, than to be 
acquainted with your Duty, and with'thoie powerful Mo- 
tives that may prevail with you to praQtiſe it? Is not this 
the oze thing neceſſary ? So our Saviour thought. Martha, 
Martha, ſays he, thou art careful and troubled about ma- 
ny things but there is one thing needful, and Mary hath 


choſen the better part. And what was that one thing need- 


ful that Mary had choſen, but to ſit at Chriſt's Feet 
and hear his word, that ſhe might do it ? 

2. You who pretend you have no leiſure for reading 
the Scriptures, do not many of you find time enough 
for worthleſs 1mpertinent matters? if not alſo for ſuch 
as arc hurtful? - Do you not ſpend hour after. hour 


in light and trifling diſcourſe ? Have' you not 


time for Feaſts, and merry mettings, ſor Cards and 
Dice, 
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Dice, for Taverns and Play-Houſes? How many maorn- 
ins hours ( more than nzed) do many” pzrſ>ns: ſpend 
in their 'Beds, or in attiring themſelves when they get 
up? Who cannot find one hour- to ſpare for-ftulying 


' the will of God. And are theſe! matters of ſuch great 


concernment ? | 
3. Many of you who ſeem to fpend your time to bet-. 
ter purpoſes, what are the great: buſineſſes you hy ir 
out upon? What? but to heap' tþ- riches'; an to) 
raiſe your fortunes in the World ?: And are theſe mat-" 
ters. of ſuch weight, that they deſerve to be put in rhe” 
ballance agaialt your everlaſting concernments? Is it” 
more neceſſary to leave a rich Heir- behind#you;' thin-to - 
earich- your Souls with the treaſures! of-Drivins: Knaw-' 
ledge and Grace ? : when God Thall-cul: you to*your*® 
great Accounts, will he, think you;' take this for'a good” 
lea? Lord my time was all little enoagh for the get-' 


ie excuſed :fornegleting to ſtudy thy Word: - 


4: You who catiifind no time foreiiquiring" into! the” = 


word: of. God, -confider ſeriouſly, That you mult that” 
ly find a" time to die in: When death cones,” it will 
not be /put of to a: ' more convenient” ſeaſon ; (bur witt* 


- force you, whether. you will 'or: no, to' be-at_ leiſyre;* 


and will eFeQually convince'>you,: that yourthad -trine* 
enough, had 'you but had hearts to u'e it, for ac- 


quainting your ſelves with the Holy Scriptures. For - 


if you be not then quite beſotted ( as many perſons are, , 
by the long courſe of a ſenſual worldly life , and by 


GoJ's juſt judgment. upon them )*.theſe and ſuch like, . 
will be.your ſadzreſentments. *'I am now goinz to 
make my appearance before the great. and righteous - 
Judge of all the World, and what ſhalt1_ſay, who - 


have had ſo little reſpe&t to his Word by which -I 


mult. be judged, that I have not youchſated to read it ? 


g of ſuch an Eſtate, and therefore I pray. thee . have-. 
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..-Can I fay, that I had not leiſare? I cannot be ſo im- 
pudent, when. I found time not only for a thouſand im- 
pertinent trifles ,, but far my Vices. - O that I had ſpent 


that time in devout. meditation on'the: Law of God, . 


that I miſ-ſpent in ſenſual. Pleaſure, or in heaping up' 
of Riches! O that that time had been laid out inbeau- 
tſying and adorning my Soul with-Divine Grace, that 
was Jaid out in enquuring after Faſhions, im getting fine 
Cloaths, and.in dreſſing my Body 4 /x mode | Bur woe 
and. alas | theſe wiſhes are vain, :and 'to: no purpoſe ;, 
It is now too late, the timeis paſt, and will never return 
again. Conſider therefore _ 

5. That the true reaſon why you do not find time 
to read the Bible, is. not want of leiſure, but- want. of 
inclination and affeftion to it. You can find nothing: 
there, that ſutes with. your carnal and workdly 'Appe» 
tites. The thoughts of God, and of the things of. an- 
other _ are ſuch as you can: take no: pleaſure 1n,, 
and the groſs 
* are. the only. things yau have a: reliſh: for. Bur then 
conſider withal , that; unlef the termiper of your Souls 
be changed . before you: die/, unle& you become new 
Creatures, - and pet a taſte. and: rebſh; for the. things a- 
bove, you. are not fo. much as capable of entermg; in- 
to. the Kingdom of Heaven. ur 
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